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For the

hen poople ask mac why 1 mowved 1o
Steambaoad, Coloesdo, | abvavs sy
1 metvved bere 1o skl T brokoe my back ski

i.‘IH.. amd than’s why 1 stall bve hene!™

| grew ap a produ |:q|-!'|||.1'-.||r'm||u|di:|¥|1
i upstate Mew York i the Adirondack
Maountsine. | probably spent more time
itdoors than | did indoors, -Iuing CVETY-
thibng from fshing to mock climbing. P
the one sport that 1 emily loved was alpine
akinfig.

Sa [ packed up ryy gear afier college and
e 1o Seambaost Springs to be a better
skicr and take advantage of the increadible
and vast perrom that Codorado s Bamaoos
for, | pever woukl have imagined thar
twehve years later | would have spent more
than 600 days in a monoski and only 100
days skiing upright

I wall pever forpet my Arss day back on
the mountain. My parenis and friesds
could it believe that bess than a year afted
PECOIVETENG
wils

a three-month hospital stay
from eight broken verichrac, |

attempting o learn to ski again

| horrowed a monaski from a dnensd
aml, with the belp of a couple of able-baod-
tedd Erends, pot back on the It 1 can sill
fee] that wide smile spreas] across my face
as the Bi pwepl me upwands, A warm feel-
ing spread through oo body, the same

fecling 1 still get every timme | ged indo my
E ynnoaki

| I am pot sure thai | woeukl lave, of

I.OVQ of .

klm

could have, stayed in Sdeamboar after my
acciddent i it wasn't for skimg. | know it
sodinads CFary, Bt the iprart that pul me i
a wheelchair & still ihe ST | hwve the
mosl My kove and pasiion for skiing have
|||‘||'| 'E;I'Hlllt '|||I1||.:|"’-f|

I remember the strugele 1o stay uiurq,;l-.l
and the agony of trying o pick myself up
after falling, sgain amd agati | remember a
fellow monoakcier ul.inb'_ o e el '-Lu:lg.
wias the hardest o bearn (he wanied so qui
after his first 5 davs), yet the most reward-
ing and engvralbsle sport that I'd ever iry. In
was that comanent that fueled my refusal
b Ui,

Mo | have eight seasoms and 600+ dayvs
iniwlier my bele, anad 1 still enjoy skiing more
than any other sport that U've mred. Now
it's all about the deep powder and Gmding
my fnvornie sashes every day; the stashes
that make me nev T WD I 5.k| A -.-hrrr
elue for worry of nuissing the best powder
elay of the season, [ about challenging
II'I!."H.'“‘ CYETY |.|J:| i wki ||.Il|,||,'r FRif& I:||'||!
secpor trads and, someday, reach my alti-
mate poal of sking for a WWirren Miller

ilm!

Skitng Is one of only a few wheelchair
sparts that you participate in without the
e i yoer chair, For me. mnl'ml.k."'q_- 1% all
absit freedoni. ..
of my wheelchalr and going places where

freedom o peliong ol

nohady expeces | can go, It's Iil'u-urinl,l_
Cibier than the love of my family and
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fricids, there’s nothimg in this world thai
miakes e fioeld the weay [ o swhen | am ski-
img. The feel of the snin, the fresh g, the
fleating sensation of powder skiing, and
the hooting and hallering of frionds as 1 dki
the A e are all ressons 1 love -.l.||nr: &
muiich as [ dio, Mot only has skimg been 2
huoge part of my “life affer injury” it ha
taught me hime o overcome obstacles and
aclaps b a never-gait alteode, By conguer.
ing the spoat that almost .L:l.-||:|||.rn_'|5 i, |
have keammed thad | can do whsiever [ set
my mimnd e In the mmmsortal words ol

Winsion Churchilll: “Mever, 1icvwer, Bever

give mpl

L e Analner Kenmedy storted Acoes
Arpitirimg am 20008 afier a trip fo Abaski [efr
i mownilerfag fow arone with a di-
intniiry fonand Proveling cane [n 2008 fheye
redraeiend e first udverneture gundebook i a
raene derre for thes andche of mpveler, Acoess
Anpthing: Colorado, Adventuring with
Dhizabsilithes. For miore indorraatioa, veer

i .~|~c.r.-|;.1'.||.:||__.,; it




